
 

 

Newsletter       

2 February 2021  

Dear Parents and Friends of the College, 
 

 

Welcome Back   

I am pleased that we have been able to 

commence our school year as normal and I 

appreciate all of the effort that goes into 

preparing our students for day one.  

While we monitor the COVID-19 situation, I 

will endeavour to contact parents with any 

updated information provided to me from 

the Department of Education in a timely 

manner.  

The use of SMS messaging will be our first 

form of communication for immediate 

notifications; so please ensure we have your 

correct contact details.  

We will also use our Facebook page to keep 

parents and the community updated. 

 

Congratulations to our Year 12 

Students 

We are proud of all our students who 

graduated last year; and it is fantastic to 

hear that two of our students received state 

recognition for their studies in 2020. 

Maycee Weedon received a VET Subject 

Excellence Award for her Workplace 

Learning supported at Plantagenet Dental. 

Lauren Voss received a Certificate of Merit 

for her outstanding ATAR results. 

Congratulations to both girls on this 

fantastic achievement. 

Welcome New Staff 

I trust that our students will make our new 

staff feel welcome this year.  

 Shelby Upson E3 (Year 2) 

 Shelley Shea E1 (Year 3) 

 Marni Smith E4 (Year 2) 

 Morgan O’Connell Health and PE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jade Maiolo Mathematics  

 Kylie Offer Mathematics Curriculum 

Leader  

 Lauren French Home Economics  

 John Ward Farm Officer 

It is great that they have chosen to work 

with us here at the college. 

Andrew Fraser  

Principal  

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our students who 

completed their 300 nights of reading at the end 

of 2020! Great effort!  

 

We are looking forward to seeing all of our 

readers again this year. Below are the 300 night 

readers who werent published in the last 

newsletter. 

 

Adam Wallace, Nalab Haidary Yumiko Bond, 

Imogen Maguire, Mitch Hinchcliffe, Jackson 

Wyatt, Scarlett Colbung, Angus Spink, 

Amelai Baxter, Jessica Higbid, Flynn 

Newham, Lucas Parsons, Jake Coleman, 

Jackson Skinner, Lucy Spink, Brooke West, 

Kezia Newham, Ava Baker, Faisal Arifi, 

William Dale, William Skinner, Royce 

Pantall, Maria Handasyde, Keira Yorkshire, 

Patrick Lynch, Isabel Van Den Bogert, Digby 

Skinner 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Primary School Update  

 

Welcome Back Everyone! 

2021 is off to a great start! It was lovely to 

see so many parents and family members 

here on the first day of school and we 

appreciated your support and patience in 

helping us meet COVID distancing 

requirements.  

We were so glad you were still able to see 

the children settle in to new classes and 

meet their teachers.  There was relief on 

some parent faces that the kids were finally 

back at school, and a little sadness on 

others.  

We are sure that the next nine weeks of once 

again finding yourselves child-free during 

school hours will have its rewards and its 

sorrows. We hope you enjoy the change and 

we look forward to the time that you spend 

with us here at the college through 

assemblies, canteen volunteering, meetings 

or organised visits to your child's classroom. 

Welcome  

Greetings to Ms Marni Smith, Ms Shelby 

Upson and Mrs Shelley Shea who have 

joined us in our Year 2 and Year 3 

classrooms. Ms Smith and Ms Upson join us 

from Wagin DHS, and Mrs Shea has come 

from Borden PS.   We welcome them warmly 

to Mount Barker Community College and feel 

confident they will enjoy the experience of 

working with our kids, our staff and the 

wider college community.  

We also extend a very warm welcome to the 

many students and families who are new to 

our college.  We understand the nerves and 

excitement that can be part of starting a new 

school but we are confident you will be 

surrounded by students and staff who care. 

We look forward to helping you settle in to 

become part of our community. 

Interm Swimming Lessons  

Lessons are starting a little earlier this 

year.  They will be held in Weeks 2 & 3 (8th 

– 19th February)…. that’s starting next 

Monday! 

 

 

There are three forms and money to be 

returned to the front office by this 

Friday 5th February.  

Thank you to parents and guardians who 

have already started to return notes and 

make payments.   

There are huge prizes for the first classes to 

get all of their forms and money 

returned.  If you are having difficulty 

paying, please make contact with your 

child’s teacher.  Swimming is a vital life skill 

and we don’t want students to miss out. 

Some IMPORTANT reminders during 

swimming lessons: 

 Please refrain from buying your child 

a hot drink straight after their 
lesson.  You can imagine the safety 
concerns that are raised when a child 

is trying to carry their swimming gear 
and a hot drink onto a bus.  We have 

tight timeframes between lessons and 
can’t wait for a child to finish their 
drink before getting on the bus. 

 
 Your child/ren will need to have all of 

their belongings labelled and it would 
be great if they could have a bag for 

wet clothes.  Swimming goggles 
aren’t compulsory but do make a big 
difference. 

 
 Privacy is increasingly important so 

please ensure you are not taking 
photos of any children other than your 
own. We understand it can be an 

exciting time but we ask that use of 
cameras is minimised to respect the 

privacy of all. 
 

 We ask that parents remain outside 

the change rooms whilst students are 
getting changed. 

 
The timetable for lessons is below.  All of our 
pre-primary students have their lesson at 

the same time as our older students.   
 

The older students have been a great help in 
the past when the younger ones are 
struggling to find their belongings when 

getting changed.  Let’s hope by starting 
earlier, we get the best of the weather. 

 

 



Swimming Lesson Timetable 2021 

Group Depart 

MBCC 

Lesson 

Time 

Depart Pool 

1 

EC3, E2 

& M4 

9am 
9:10am – 

9:50am 
10am 

2 

EC4, E4 

& M5 

9:45am 
9:55am – 

10:35am 
10:45am 

3 

E6, E1 & 

M3 

10:35am 
10:45am – 

11:25am 
11:35am 

4 

EC1, M1 

& M6 

11:20am 
11:30am – 

12:10pm 
12:20pm 

5 

E5 
12:30pm 

12:40pm – 

1:20pm 
1:30pm 

6 

E3 
1:15pm 

1:25pm – 

2:05pm 
2:15pm 

 

Attendance 

The start of the year is a perfect time to 

remind ourselves of the importance of 

regular attendance. It is something that we 

don't often sit down and do the maths on, 

but just missing one day a fortnight really 

adds up! Over the course of 13 years of 

compulsory schooling, a child could miss out 

on more than a year of their education!  

Every day matters, so please help your child 

get the most out of this precious time by 

getting them to school every day that they 

are well. If you are having issues with 

attendance, please speak to your child's 

teacher, Mr Swann or Ms Smyth, and we will 

do our best to assist you.  

Illness 

 
While we would like to see students here 

at school for every possible day they are 
well, we do ask parents to consider the 
wider college community when children 

are unwell.   

This is especially important during this 

time of COVID uncertainty when we must 
rely on each other to take all necessary 
precautions. If you are unsure at any time, 

please contact the office for clarification. 
Thank you for your support. 

 

Allergy Aware 

We offer a reminder that we are an allergy 

aware school. We do have a number of 

students with allergies, some of which can 

be quite serious, potentially even life-

threatening.  

We ask all of our families to be considerate 

about what is sent to school or included in 

the children's lunch boxes. Nuts and peanut 

butter, in particular, are best avoided and 

we appreciate the supportive way that our 

community has embraced this message. 

Home Reading 

Last year we had an absolutely wonderful 

response to our home reading program and 

it will continue again this year. In fact, it has 

already started!  

The first day of school was Night 1 and we 

hope that all of our students got off to a 

great start! We have bought some additional 

rewards for this year as we are hoping that 

the children will continue to set themselves 

challenging goals in reading. For those 

families new to our college, the goal is for 

students to engage in some form of reading 

each day; reading alone, reading out loud or 

being read to, all count as valuable reading 

activities.  

Children simply read, have a parent or older 

sibling sign the diary and add it to the count.  

Below are the reading milestones for this 

semester. Happy reading! 

Term 1, 

Week 4 

February 26th  25th Night attainable 

Term 1, 

Week 8 

March 23rd   50th Night attainable 

(BRONZE Reader) 

Term 2, 

Week 1 

April 19th 75th Night attainable 

Term 2, 

Week 4 

May 12th 100th Night attainable 

(SILVER Reader) 

Term 2, 

Week 8 

June 8th 125th Night attainable 

Term 2, 

Week 11 

July 1st 150th Night attainable 

(GOLD Reader) 

 

Ms Rebecca Smyth – Associate Principal  

 



High School Update  

Welcome back, particularly to our Year 10, 

11 and 12 students. These are important 

years for these students as they prepare 

themselves for their educational or working 

futures.  

We learnt again from last year that students 

at MBCC can achieve great things when they 

work hard to ‘be their best’, whatever 

pathway they are choosing to follow.  

Congratulations to Maycee Weedon, for 

receiving a SCSA VET award for her studies 

in VET Dental Assisting. One of 5 awards in 

the state.  

Also congratulations to Lauren Voss for her 

SCSA Certificate of Merit for her excellent 

results and ATAR score. Students in these 

years - or their parents - who need any 

assistance to make education go more 

smoothly, please make contact with Ms 

Prior. 

Leanne Prior – Associate Principal  

2020 Photos and Videos Available 

Miss Reynolds has been super busy over the 

holidays editing through all of the photos she took 

during the year - you would not have thought it, 

but we were actually amazingly busy during the 

crazy COVID year of 2020!  

Photos are available from the following events:  

 Constable Care Visit 

 E2 Assembly 

 Year 8 Camp 

 College Ball 

 Senior Swimming Carnival (taken by Laila 

Pearce) 

 Junior School Swimming Carnival 

 MBCC Staff Collage 

 Volunteers Week Dress Up Day 

 College Cross Country  

 E1 Assembly  

 E5/E6 Year 1 Assembly 

 M5/M6 Year 5/6 Assembly  

 EC1, EC2 and EC3 Assembly 

 MBCC Sculpture Garden Opening  

 Net Set Go Final Session 

 Great Vegie Crunch  

 Mud and Colour Run  

 Mud and Colour Run  

 RU Ok Week  

 

 Staff vs Students Activities  

 150 Days of School  

 Senior Athletics Carnival  

 Senior Athletics Carnival  

 Senior Athletics Carnival  

 Book Week Parade  

 Year 12 Graduation Dinner  

 Terry Redman Visit  

 MBCC Junior Athletics Festival 

 Kaboom Percussion Incursion 

 Year 2 E3 and E4 Assembly 

 Follow The Dream 

 Mt Barker Aboriginal Community Centre 

Re-Opening  

 Year 4/5 M3 and M4 Assembly  

 Glee Club with WA Opera  

 Year 5 Prefect Speeches 

 Rotary Seniors Christmas Luncheon 

 YouthCare Pool Party Term Four 

 Year 2&3 P&C Disco  

 Primary Graduation and Prize Giving  

 Year 6 Graduation Dinner 

 MBCC Speech Night 

 Year One End of Year Party 

* Video footage from the following events are 

also available: 

 E2 Assembly Item  

 E1 Assembly Item (Part 01)  

 E1 Assembly Item (Part 02) 

 E5-E6 Year One Assembly Item  

 M5-M6 Year Five-Six Assembly (Part 01 – 

‘Firework’)  

 M5-M6 Year Five-Six Assembly (Part 02 – 

‘Ghosts In The Graveyard’) 

 EC1, EC2 and EC3 Assembly Item  

 Year Two Assembly Item 

 M3-M4 Year 4/5 Assembly Item (No 

Beatles) 

 Glee Club with WA Opera 01 ‘Sing Your 

Voice To The Horizon’  

 Glee Club with WA Opera 02 ‘Somewhere 

Over The Rainbow’  

 Christmas Assembly Items (thanks to 

Amanda for filming)  

 Welcome and Glee Club ‘Somewhere Over 

The Rainbow’ 

 EC1, EC2 and EC3 ‘Ho Ho Ho It’s 

Christmas’  

 E5 and E6 ‘Christmas Where The Gum 

Trees Grow’  

 E3 and E4 ‘Santa Bring Me A Dinosaur’  

 E1 and E2 ‘Father Christmas Showed Me 

How To Yodel’  

 



 M3 and M4 ‘Aussie, Aussie Christmas’ 

 M1 ‘Introducing M1’, M5 and M6 

‘Christmas Medley 2020’ 

 Staff Christmas Assembly Item ‘Twas The 

Night Before Christmas’ 

If your primary aged child received a merit award 

in 2020, their photo would have been taken on that 

day, so have a look through the assembly photos 

to find your child.  

Miss Reynolds provides these photos for our 

parents to download free of charge. If you'd like 

the file containing all the links, please email her at 

Rhianna.Reynolds@education.wa.edu.au  

Please don't share any links publicly, or any 

photos of children other than your own. 

Thank you! 

MBCC Farm Student Reminders 

Hope you have enjoyed your first week back 

at Farm, a quick reminder of our 

expectations that we went through in the 

Farm Safety Induction:  

Hats 

o Term 1 and 4 it is compulsory to 

wear a hat when working outside 

during Farm sessions 

o If you do not bring a hat, we have a 

selection of hats for you to use, 

remember these are used by all year 

groups!  

o If you refuse to wear a hat, you will 

be timed out from Farm, for not 

following instructions and will need 

to follow the time out process to 

return to Farm. It’s best to bring 

your own hat. 

Hair 

o For safety reasons and training 

students to be work ready, if your 

hair is longer than your shoulder it 

must be tied up whilst you are on 

Farm. We have Rubber bands 

available. 

Water Bottles 

o It is recommended to bring a water 

bottle to Farm especially Term 1 and 

4, we have tap water available. 

 

Behaviour 

o Our MBCC Mascots: Be Resilient, Be 

Respectful, Be your Best and Be 

Responsible all apply when on Farm. 

o As the farm can be a dangerous 

place, we expect student to abide by 

our rules. 

o Any unacceptable behaviour will 

result in students not participating in 

practical activities, not going on 

excursions or being removed from 

Farm. 

I hope you enjoy your trimester, semester 

or year of learning about Agriculture and 

look forward to what is ahead!  

Trevlyn Smith – Farm Teacher 

 

P&C News 

Welcome   

On behalf of the MBCC P&C, welcome to the 

2021 school year.  We hope that you’re well 

rested and ready to tackle 2021!   A special 

welcome to all the students, staff and 

families joining us for the first time.  

P&C at MBCC 

At the MBCC P&C parents, staff and 

community members work together to 

improve the communications, programs and 

facilities at the college for everyone’s 

benefit.  All activities are co-ordinated by 

volunteers and the P&C is not for profit.  

Despite the challenges that COVID19 

presented last year, with your help the P&C 

was able to make a great contribution to the 

school community.  Some recent examples 

of P&C investments include contributions to 

Reading Eggs online reading program (used 

throughout the Primary School), deciduous 

trees, hats for new students, football 

jumpers for the high school girls team and 

sponsoring awards at both the primary and 

high school graduation ceremonies.   

The P&C meets on the fourth Wednesday of 

every month in the College staffroom (or by 

Webex video link) at 7.00 pm. All College 

staff, families K-12 and interested persons 

are invited, and welcome to attend.  The first 

meeting for the year is Wed 24 February and 

mailto:Rhianna.Reynolds@education.wa.edu.au


is a General Meeting.  The Committee would 

love to welcome new members into the fold 

so if you’re interested, join us and join in.  

Supporting P&C 

There are lots of ways you can support the 

P&C.  Examples are attending meetings, 

volunteering for a committee position, being 

a class representative, help to organise a 

fundraiser, make a donation, help cater at 

an event, sell raffle tickets, chop a load of 

wood or sponsor your child at the fun run, 

just to name a few.     

Volunteering is a great way to learn new 

skills, meet up with new (or old faces) and 

can be a lot of fun!  No experience is 

necessary and volunteering doesn’t have to 

involve a lot of commitment.  In fact there is 

an opportunity for you to contribute as much 

(or as little) time as you wish.   

P&C Communications 

Keeping up to date with the P&C has never 

been easier.  Like the Mount Barker 
Community College Parents and Citizens 
Committee Facebook page or email the 

Secretary 
secretary.mbccpandc@gmail.com.  

  

Upcoming P&C Events 

Main P&C - General Meeting – Wed 24 

Feb, 7.00 pm in the College Staff Room 

All are welcome to attend.  We look forward 

to seeing you there!  

PLEASE note – You can remotely attend P&C 

meetings using Webex. Webex is a video 

conferencing tool that allows you to attend 

meetings from the comfort of your own 

home.  

For more information please contact 

secretary.mbccpandc@gmail.com  

Containers for Change  

Thank you for 

supporting the MBCC 

P&C’s Containers for 

Change program. We 

have received 

$155.90 in donations 

so far!  

This program is a great way to teach kids 

about recycling and charitable giving. AND it 

doesn’t have to stop in your own home. Why 

not ask family and friends far and wide to 

quote our unique scheme code C10319159 

and the MBCC P&C will receive funds to 

make improvements at our school. EASY! 

Canteen 

FLEXISCHOOLS! Have you updated your 

child/s classroom details yet? Please make 

sure we know where your child is so we can 

deliver their recess and lunch.  

Volunteering in our canteen is a great way 

to get involved with the school, meet new 

people and gain skills. We are happy to 

provide morning tea/lunch to our 

volunteers, and a free lunch for a child as a 

way of thanks.  

Please contact the canteen directly on 

98511272 or call the front office and ask to 

be put through.  
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MBCC: PO Box 116 

23 Woogenellup Road 
MOUNT BARKER WA 6324 
Ph: (08) 9851 3400 

 
For newsletter items or community 

advertisements 
Please email: 
lauren.pavlovich@education.wa.edu.au  

 
Next Newsletter Tuesday 16 February 

2021 
 
College Webpage 

mountbarkercommunitycollege.wa.edu
.au 

 
College Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/MountBarkerCom
munityCollegeWesternAustralia  
 

MBCC Parents and Citizens Association 
Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/MountBarkerCom
munityCollegeParentsandCitizensCom
mittee 

 
P&C President – Caroline Bedford  

0419 912 210 - All Meetings are open 
to the public 
 

School Development Days for 2021 
Students DO NOT attend 

Term 2: Monday April 19 
Term 3: Monday July 19 
Term 4: Friday Nov 12, Friday Dec 17 

 
If your child is absent, please  

SMS 0418 916 875 or email 
away.mountbarker.cc@education.wa.e
du.au

mailto:lauren.pavlovich@education.wa.edu.au
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