
 

 

Newsletter       

16 March 2021  

Dear Parents and Friends of the College, 
 

It is a pleasure to be filling in for Mr Fraser 

while he takes some well-earned leave. I am 

really enjoying being in his big office, and 

getting to meet interesting people, and to 

spend some time with students in parts of the 

college that I don’t always get to. I really, 

really enjoyed the assembly run by E2 last 

Friday morning. They did a great job of 

reminding us about the importance of 

celebrating our differences and valuing 

everyone of who they are.  

I did a Farm Inspection with Mr Rowles our 

Farm Manager, and Mr Matt Gilbert, a local 

farmer. It was nice to see how healthy our 

sheep and cows and paddocks were – and we 

look forward to lots of calves and lambs 

coming soon. I also learnt more about our 

college grapes from Mr Gilbert. So interesting 

to have the tables turned – it feels like only 

yesterday that I was Matt’s English teacher, 

and now he is teaching me! One of the great 

pleasures of being part of our college 

community for so long, and knowing how 

important it is to keep learning for our whole 

lives.  

A big thank you to Ms Pauline Hughes for her 

tireless work with the College Ball 

Committee. There were many hours of work in 

creating the ‘Retro Roll-in’ decor for the ball. 

Again, we spent the night dancing the night 

away and looking beautiful at Henderson and 

Hwang near Kendenup. Most memorable was 

the Best Arrivals for 2021 were Jonty Semple 

and Alex Gwillam in their cool cars and great 

outfits. With a highly recommended arrival for 

Montanna Sokolowski with her puppy Diesel in 

his suit too. Our most Active Participants who 

did lots of dancing were Jade Irwin and Cara 

McFarlane. The got to spend their final hours 

at the ball wearing cute bunny ears to 

complement their finery.  

Thanks for swimming carnival organisation 

– Mr Sobey and Ms O’Connell in secondary, 

and Mr Swann and all the primary teachers. 

Congratulations to Kalgan (Secondary) and 

Morande (Primary) for being the winning 

houses.   

We were lucky with the weather, and even 

luckier with the great attitudes of the students 

who were making sure they were being their 

best on the days. We also really appreciate the 

excellent work of the Mt Barker Barracudas 

Swimming Club, who did lots of helping out.  

Students in Year 10, 11 and 12 have been 

doing their OLNA tests recently – in writing 

reading, and numeracy. I know that teachers 

and students have been working hard in 

classes leading up to the tests, to ensure 

students have the best opportunity of passing. 

I look forward to seeing the results when they 

arrive. Remember, you will get another chance 

to pass these tests in September – so keep 

working hard to be ready. There are free 

homework classes and extra help available for 

secondary students in English and Maths after 

school. See Ms Felton of Ms Offer for details.  

This year we have started doing the ‘You Can 

Do It’ program. This works in nicely with our 

PBS Positive Behaviours, and is happening 

across the whole college. You Can Do it is 

about building students’ social and emotional 

skills and understandings so they can be 

successful in all aspects of their life – their 

school work, their relationships, their 

friendships, their families, their working 

futures…. There are 5 keys to be a successful 

person – these are: Getting Along, 

Organisation, Confidence, Persistence and 

Resilience. Students are learning about these 

in various classes and during other activities 

this year.  We also have a Catastrophe Scale – 

to help give us some perspective on how big 

problems really are, and an Emotional 

Thermometer – so we can think about the level 

of our own response to what happens in our 

daily lives.  

There will be more information coming to 

parents, as well as students, about this 

program as the year progresses. We look 

forward to unveiling the new poster developed 

by Ms Reynolds (with lots of input from other 

staff) which nicely blends the PBS and You Can 

Do It ideas together in a way that makes it 

easier for us all to understand.  

Leanne Prior - Acting Principal  



Harmony Week at MBCC 

 

This week we have planned a range of 

Harmony Week activities to celebrate 

Australia’s and MBCC’s cultural diversity. 

Harmony week highlights the importance of 

inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all 

Australians. Regardless of culture, language, 

gender, disability, mental illness, skin or hair 

colour. We all belong! Please see below for 

our timetable of events. 

 

 

Attendance Matters 

Congratulations to Mr Klaffer’s Year 4/5 

class for winning the Best Attendance Award 

at our last assembly with a fantastic rate of 

97%! 

This is very much in the Regular Attendance 

category, which is deemed vital to optimum 

progress and development. 

Our class with the poorest attendance had a 

rate of 82%, which is in the first of our 

department’s “at risk” categories. Every day 

matters so please only stay home if you are 

unwell, and keep other activities, like 

shopping and visiting relatives, for 

weekends and holidays. 

We would also like to appreciate the classes 

below for having only 1 unexplained absence 

for this period. Nice work! 

Mrs Parry’s Year 4 class 

Ms Upson’s Year 2 class 

Mrs Wallinger’s Year 1 class  

Our poorest performance was a class with 

14 unexplained absences. Please help us 

avoid that high number again! 

Remember, we are required to seek an 

explanation from you for any absence from 

school. 

There are many ways you can do this: 

 Respond to the SMS you receive when 
your child is absent 

 Send a Dojo 
 Contact the school office on 9851 

5800, or 
 email 

Leonie.Mentha@education.wa.edu.au 

 
We are hoping to be able to celebrate a class 

with 0 unexplained absences this year! 

Please support your child’s class to be a part 

of that great achievement. 

Rebecca Smyth – Associate Principal K-6 

 

House Swimming Carnival - Secondary 

Tuesday the 9th of March saw the running of 

the swimming carnival for Years 7 to 12 for 

2021.  

We were lucky enough to have some 

fantastic weather and as the day heated up, 

so did the racing with some sizzling times 

recorded.  

Our thanks go out to all staff for their help 

during the day (especially those who stayed 

all day), Mark and Zac at the pool for all their 

help, the Barracudas Swimming Club for 

being amazing as usual, all of the students 

helpers and to the parents who came to 

cheer their students on.  

Most of all thankyou to the students who 

raced, well done, days like this cannot be a 

success without your efforts. 
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The results were as follows: 

Year Group Champion Runner Up 

Champion 

Year 7 Girl Holly de Jonge Evie Waddington 

Year 7 Boy Tomas Lynch Bodhi Gregory 

Year 8 Girl Phoenix Clarke Bonnie Back 

Year 8 Boy Sam Western Mason Cousins 

Year 9 Girl Kumiko Bond Harriet Webb 

Year 9 Boy Rhiley Hamilton Oliver Bush 

Year 10 Girl Alexis Mark Laura McNiven 

Year 10 Boy Blake McFarlane Adam Large 

Year 11/12 Girl Róisin Healy Maddy Fraser 

Year 11/12 Boy Luke Wallinger Scott West 

 

House Results 

Kalgan 983 points  

Hay 891 points  

Morande 716 points.  

 

 
 

Dwayne Sobey – Health and PE Teacher 

 

House Swimming Carnival - Primary 

Thankfully the thunderstorms had rolled 

away in time for us to hold the Primary 

Swimming Carnival last Thursday.  The 

weather was still and humid, perfect for a 

day of races and water activities. 

It was great to see so many students eager 

to be involved in races.  A real highlight was 

the attitude of those who don’t relish 

swimming competitions.  Your ability to put 

aside your reservations, in order to earn 

points for your House, speaks loudly of the 

strong team culture at Mount Barker 

Community College. 

There were some really close finishes 

throughout the day.  It was great to hear 

cheering from the bays (with the help of Ms 

Klinac, Mr Hurle and Ms Parry) as students 

closed in on the finish line. 

Mrs Large and Mrs Macmahon had plenty of 

activities for students not involved in 

swimming races to take part in.  A crowd 

favourite was certainly Human Skittles.  

Thank you, ladies, for making the day 

enjoyable for all students. 

Champions and Runner Ups 

Yr 4 

Runner Up Boy Beau Sobey 66 pts 

Champion Boy Koos de Jonge 84 pts 

Runner Up Girl Anna Handasyde 68 pts 

Champion Girl Lily McGill 84 pts 

Yr 5 

Runner Up Boy Patrick Lynch 70 pts 

Champion Boy Harlin Seib 84 pts 

Runner Up Girl Milly Drayton 59 pts 

Champion Girl Neveah Burt 72 pts 

Yr 6 

Runner Up Boy Cooper Barlow 61 pts 

Champion Boy Harley Waddington 72 pts 

Runner Up Girl Imogen Poett 61 pts 

Champion Girl Brooke West 72 pts 

 

Just for interest’s sake.  A score of 84 points 

means you won every single race. 

 

House Results 

Kalgan 698 points 

Hay 935 points 

Morande 1,021 points 

We had 12 records broken! 

Former Record New Record 
 

Boys Yr 4 75m Individual Medley 

2020 Patrick Lynch 1:39:84 

2021 Koos de Jonge 
1:29:15 

Girls Yr 4 50m Backstroke 

2019 Brooke West 1:02:53 

2021 Lily McGill 
1:01:34 

Boys Yr 4 50m Backstroke 

2020 Patrick Lynch 1:02:37 

2021 Koos de Jonge 
55:98 

Boys Yr 4 50m Breaststroke 

2020 Patrick Lynch 1:09:09 

2021 Koos de Jonge 
59:36 

Boys Yr 4 50m Freestyle 

2020 Harry Newman 55:97 

2021 Koos de Jonge 
46:91 

Boys Yr 4 25m Backstroke 

2020 Patrick Lynch 28:56 

2021 Koos de Jonge 
27:49 

Boys Yr 4 25m Breaststroke 

2018 Tomas Lynch 36:59 

2021 Koos de Jonge 
29:92 

Boys Yr 5 25m Freestyle 

2018 Jasper Mark/Sam Western 
23:00 

2021 Harlin Seib 
22:93 

Boys Yr 4 25m Freestyle 

2018 Tomas Lynch 23:37 

2021 Koos de Jonge 
22:78 

Girls Yr 6 3 x 25m Medley Relay 

2018 Kalgan 1:20:19 

2021 Morande 
1:17:30 



Boys Yr 4 4 x 25m Freestyle 
Relay 

2019 Hay 2:04:52 

2021 Hay 1:54:06 

Girls Yr 6 4 x 25m Freestyle 
Relay 

2019 Kalgan 1:35:09 

2021 Morande 
1:29:69 

 

A huge thank you to the Barracudas Swim 

Club.  Your professionalism and support for 

all of the students was outstanding.  Thank 

you to Norm Bario, Lisa Lynch, Ash Gee, 

Holly Cousins, Annique Moir, Deb de Jonge, 

Dane McGill, Harmke Zijlstra and Amanda 

Silver. 

Also, thank you so much to our parents and 

grandparent who gave up time to assist with 

time keeping.  Thanks to Bill Barlow, Miles 

Ebert, Keri Spink, Alicia Post and Beate 

Handasyde. 

We were also very fortunate to have brilliant 

Community Service students helping on the 

day.  In fact, they were the best CS students 

I have seen at a carnival.  Well done Shawn 

Richards, Brianna Bailey, Jarrad Ballard, 

Kumiko Bond, Saige Askevold, Savannah 

Beveridge and Jessica Dorain for rescuing, 

being rescued, timing, inflating sharks and 

countless other tasks.  I’m sure the lollies 

helped you get all of those jobs done. 

Thank you to Mr Klaffer, Mrs Mentha and Ms 

Plewright for making sure ribbons, records, 

scores and relays were sorted throughout 

the day. 

A special thank you to Miss Williamson, she 

played an integral part in making sure the 

day was a huge success.  Thank you for your 

eye for detail, tireless work ethic and have-

a-go attitude.  We are very fortunate to have 

you at MBCC. 

Students selected for our Interschool 

Swimming Squad will be bringing notes 

home today.  The carnival will be held on 

Thursday 25th March at ALAC.   

With our pool closed, any additional 

swimming training that parents can organise 

for their children would be greatly 

appreciated. 

Lennon Swann – Deputy Principal K-6 

 

 

PBS Update 

 

Congratulations to Annalisse Taitapanui, 

the winner of the PBS lion naming 

competition and a $10 canteen voucher.  

Our MBCC PBS lion will henceforth be known 

as SHAZ, an acronym made up of the first 

letters of the names of our PBS mascots, 

Slither, Hope, Apex and Zigi.  

Well done Annalisse, and thank you to all of 

the students who entered the competition.  

SHAZ made a whole-school debut at our 

Harmony Week assembly and we look 

forward to him being a regular feature at 

future college events. 

 

Lisa York – PBS Committee 

Synergy Schools Solar Challenge 2021 

Over the last few weeks, Year 8 students 

were invited to come along to Mrs Stone’s 

Science Lab at lunchtimes to learn how to 

build and race a solar powered car.  

Interested students came together to learn 

how to construct the vehicle from the kit 

components and wire in a three-way switch 

so that the car could run using a solar panel 

or a back-up battery.  

 



The students also had to figure out the best 

gear ratio and wheel combination to make it 

go as fast as possible. Mr Kyle Thorpe – one 

of MBCC’s Lab Technicians put together a 

practice track so that the students could 

conduct time trials. 

A team of 4 – Jacob Offer, Cam Templer, 

George Theron, and Eric Williams – were 

chosen to represent Mount Barker 

Community College in the Synergy Schools 

Solar Challenge 2021 regional event. Last 

Thursday, the team travelled to North 

Albany Senior High School to compete 

against 5 other Year 8 teams from NASHS 

and St Joseph’s College. The teams had 

exactly 45 minutes to build their car from 

scratch, test them out and make 

refinements before the racing began. The 

pressure was on! 

Our MBCC team did an amazing job and 

raced their way into first place! Each team 

member came away with a limited-edition 

Synergy Schools Solar Challenge cap and a 

$100 gift card. They came away feeling 

extremely excited and thankful to have had 

the opportunity to participate in such a 

fabulous STEM event. All agreed that the 

best part of the day was working as a team 

to overcome some very real engineering 

challenges.  

Jo Stone – Science Teacher  

 

 

Math Show Incursion Reminder 

We have the fabulous opportunity for all 

Year 7 and Year 8 students to attend the 

Maths Show!  The show will bring maths 

alive in a unique and entertaining way. The 

Maths show is an interactive, live stage 

performance which is based in Victoria and 

is now touring Australia.   

The Math show will not only engage students 

with maths, but leave them astounded by 

the hidden power and wonder of numbers.  

The Math show is full of mathematical 

history, puzzles, magic and fun – it is 

designed to entertain and engage students 

whilst increasing their interest in 

Mathematics.   

During the show, students will use the 

amazing power of numbers to control the 

mind, predict the future and reveal secrets.  

As part of the performance, students will 

learn about mathematicians from ancient 

Babylon and Greece, Pioneers of Algebra, 

Famous women of maths, champions of 

chance and data, as well as experts in shape 

and space. 

This is a great opportunity for the students 

– the Math Show has been well received at 

other local schools. The cost of the Math 

show has been subsidised by the 

Mathematics department to reduce the cost 

per student.  The cost is $5 cost per child to 

cover costs involved in bringing the 

incursion to our college so please complete 

the acknowledgement slip (which has been 

handed out to students) , and return it to our 

front office with payment by Friday 19th 

March 2021. 

 

If you need any support in meeting the cost 

of this incursion for your child or children, 

please contact us at the college so we can 

work with you to find a solution.  Any 

children who have not arranged payment, 

will spend the time on an alternate activity 

with another class. 

 

YEAR 7 & 8: Tuesday 23rd March – 

2.10am-3.10pm (Week 8 Term 1) 

Kylie Offer – HoLA Mathematics 



P&C News 

Reminder - AGM Meeting Notice & 

Invitation  

The main P&C will hold 

its AGM & a General 

Meeting on Wed 24 

March from 7pm in the 

staff room.  All staff, 

families & interested persons are invited and 

welcome to attend.    

At the AGM all positions will become vacant 

and available for nomination.  Attending (the 

AGM) does not obligate you to a role, but 

you may hear about ways you are 

comfortable to contribute, and you may 

even find yourself enjoying the experience.  

P&C membership is open to all 

families/parents/carers and interested 

persons but to become an active member 

with voting rights there’s an annual cost of 

$1 per person, to be paid at the start of a 

P&C meeting.   

An overview of key P&C roles open for 

nominations at the AGM are:  

Executive Positions: 
 

 President – Is the P&C spokesperson. 
Oversees all Committees. Chairs 

meetings. Is a signatory for banking. 
  

 Vice President – Supports the 

President. Chairs meetings in the 
absence of the President. Learns the 

President role.  Is the WACSSO 
representative & a signatory for 

banking.    
 

 Secretary - Takes and distributes the 

meeting minutes, prepares and e-
mails out meeting agendas, complies 

incoming correspondence and writes 
letters on behalf of the P&C.  
 

 Treasurer – Does the bookkeeping, 
banks money from fundraisers, 

prepares financial reports for 
meetings and makes payments on 
behalf of the P&C. 

 
 Canteen Liaison – Works with 

members of the Canteen Committee 
and assists the Manager run the 
canteen. 

 Promotions Officer – writes newsletters, 

manages the P&C social media, works 
with college staff to promote upcoming 

events to staff and parents.  
  
 Fundraising Co-ordinator– Oversees all 

fundraising activities including 
recruitment and engagement of class 

reps across the college.  A signatory for 
banking.  

 

 Early Childhood Representative – 
Represents the EC Sub Committee at 

P&C meetings. 
 

Non-Executive Positions: 

 Roadwise Steering Committee – 
represents the College at the Shire of 

Plantagenet Roadwise Steering 
Committee meetings. 

 
 Youthcare Representative – Assists the 

Chaplains and Youth Care Committee 

with fundraisers to raise awareness and 
maintain chaplains within the College. 

 
 Dyslexia Assist Committee - Represents 

the Dyslexia Assist support group, 

raises funds for Dyslexic students. 
 

In addition to the above roles there is no 

limit to the number of general member 

positions available. Typically the P&C has 

two meetings per term, so come along and 

see what it’s all about!   

 

Welcome aboard E Block Reps 

 

Thank you to the families who have taken 

the time to express their interest in being 

an E Block class representative. It is a 

fantastic (low pressure) way to be involved 

with and contribute to the college P&C.  

 

The E Block reps will be hosting a Mother's 

Day stall in Week 2; Term 2 for students P-

6, more information will be coming home 

soon.  

 

So, I'd like to extend a very warm welcome 

to our new (& returning) E Block Reps: 

Montanna Wright, Rayona King, Katrina 

Higbid, Holly Cousins, Tiffany Parsons, 

Simone Pantall, Kathryn MacNeil, Kylie 

Wallace and Lara Hinchcliffe. 

 

 



Cash for Containers 

Have you spotted the 

new drop off container 

outside the EC 

entrance? 

You can now place all 

eligible containers 

(common drink 

containers from 150ml 

- 3L) in either of the  

blue bins located in E 

and EC entrance. 

Please remove the lids 

and give your containers a quick rinse before 

hand. You can also share our scheme ID 

C10319159 with friends and family so they 

can support our college P&C too! 

Fundraising 

Our online bulb fundraiser is LIVE and ready 

to go! 

Autumn is the perfect time to think of winter 

and spring colour for your garden. Bulbs 

Direct have a fantastic selection, ready to be 

shipped directly to your door. This is a 

perpetual fundraiser which means no pesky 

cut off dates, no bulky catalogues and 

rummaging for loose change. 

Simply follow the link 

www.bulbsdirect.com.au 

Select state (WA), choose Mt Barker 

community college and complete your order. 

 

 

 

Upcoming P&C Events  

 

Who: All staff, families & interested persons 

are invited  

What: MBCC P&C AGM & General Meeting 

When: Wednesday 24 March, 7.00 pm 

Where: College Staff Room 

 
P&C Updates 
To keep in contact with the P&C like us on 

Facebook (Mount Barker Community College 

Parents and Citizens Committee), contact 

Caroline (President) on 0419 912 210, Lisa 

(Secretary) on 0427 512 150 or Fundraising 

Co-ordinator Natalie on 0409 491 934.  

 

 

College Payments 

Did you know, that you can make any 

type of school payment directly to our 

bank account?  

Parents and Caregivers are welcome to 

transfer funds (for camps, excursions, 

charges/contributions etc) directly into 

our bank account, by bank transfer. 

 

 Please just use your students name as 

reference along with what your payment 

is for, for example: J Bloggs Camp 

If you have any queries, please contact 

the front office on 9851 5800. 

http://www.bulbsdirect.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185158658331985/permalink/1272952169552623/?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARCOmZzVlO7RMzwvvcghhFE9QOkL2SkwDsYxlKFQn5Zpfy4edUwji3NytsXEoNnsn0Z8oNIkQJs849kL3JNNrc6apTNLjZdGV3Ob9hEbCEOutpR8PmSQcaaLsYrahH-58J_YtkmGcKQb8qIdQ0G8SQZ9beoOuIuqnnoPos6t4ojZGl2ESEF2N6giwBTlyELITr-3qmh6_lq8ZTnuUnLaQJjXBCLFUXan9YzdiE6W9sQtON0jF9crbM7A8JDe3AHC25I4cKLk4nEojeuUTSZEJ0RZ_7x3_CpFaXiAMovBBwE3jSVvpFpz1IL2p7hSwv-SQVRVJx3CRmoYoXhhwHiuMxvmew
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Community Service Garden 

Last year the Maths, Science and Hass Year 

10.2’s and 10.3’s designed, costed and built 

a community garden located outside the 

MBCC staffroom.  

This has beautified what was previously just 

a lawned area. We have just put up a plaque 

that recognises all the students and staff 

who contributed to the garden. 

Pictured is Ben Sadler (Yr 11), who along 

with Cohen Smart had the winning design. 

With him are Mr Michael Rothwell 

(Gardener) and Mr Bedford (Science HOLA). 

This year’s 10.2 class will be embarking on 

a similar project near the bush block. 

Steve Bedford – Science HOLA 

 

 

Art at Easter 

The Friends of the Porongurup Range are 

once again busy organising our 19th Art in 

the Porongurup Sculpture Exhibition that 

runs from Fri April 2nd – Sat April 10th. 

There is still time to enter a piece for the 

sculpture walk that will be held in the 

parkland behind Karribank in Porongurup.  

We’d particularly like to encourage young 

people to enter as there is a $600 youth 

award. It’s about having a go and being 

creative, can be big or small, a group effort 

or individual entry. In the past we’ve seen 

some lovely works using recycled plastics 

and materials. It could be something you 

made last year - when people had more time 

to be creative during COVID. Works just 

have to be able to be durable to withstand 

being outdoors in the parkland for 9 days.  

Children & Adults get to vote for their 

favourite piece, which encourages people to 

look at the sculptures & artworks more 

closely – it’s often a hard choice! 

 

Please see flyer below for full details 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MBCC: PO Box 116 

23 Woogenellup Road 
MOUTBARKER WA 6324 

Ph: (08) 9851 5800 
 
For newsletter items or community 

advertisements 
Please email: 

lauren.pavlovich@education.wa.edu.au  
 
Next Newsletter  

Tuesday 30 March 2021 
 

College Webpage 
mountbarkercommunitycollege.wa.edu
.au 

 
College Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/MountBarkerCom
munityCollegeWesternAustralia  

 
MBCC Parents and Citizens Association 
Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/MountBarkerCom
munityCollegeParentsandCitizensCom

mittee 
 
P&C President – Caroline Bedford  

0419 912 210 - All Meetings are open 
to the public 

 
School Development Days for 2021 
Students DO NOT attend 

Term 2: Monday April 19 
Term 3: Monday July 19 

Term 4: Friday Nov 12, Friday Dec 17 
 
If your child is absent, please  

SMS 0418 916 875 or email 
away.mountbarker.cc@education.wa.e

du.au 
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